"Do you want to go for a ride on it?" | said. | knew

4:‘ she probably did. When she was a tiny little kid, and Allie
"(d(x‘&‘ \%ud D.B. and | used T0 go to the park with her, she was S

& \6"‘:“’3&& mad about the carrousel. You couldn't get her off the ( o

&c\ Vl:r_c. goddam thing.
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o;u;.ﬁ- id‘ "I'm too big," she said.... 0) 4\0
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"No, you're not. Goon. I'll wait forya. Go on," | Sk\\\‘
0))\‘“ said... — + N
\,\ 'fq ﬂ.(“ C "Aren't you gonna ride, too?" she asked me. She 4\0 \
: L) A\ \ was looking at me sort of funny. You could tell she wasn't \; b.os
\).‘\ (\Uﬁ RL too sore at me any more. \\‘

"\6?" "Maybe | will the next time. I'll watch va," | said.
O S "Got your ticket?"
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A Lol L "Go ahead, then-- I'll be on this bench right over

here. I'll watch ya." | went over and sat down on this
bench, and she went and got on the carrousel. She walked
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all around it. | mean she walked o way around it.
behind rhla. Then she sat down on this big, bro beat-up-looking old ‘[
carronsel. horse. Then the carrousel started, and™wetthed her go /
— o
around and around. There were only about five or six
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n the ride, and the song the carrousel was

W other kids o
playing waf "Smoke Gets in Your Eyes.”) It was playing it
i VAT the Kids ke

very jazzy afia T ttrying to grab for | What othersymbol does
the gold ring, and so was old Phoehe. and | was soft of reaching for the gold ring,
— - - e >
afraid she'd fall off the goddam horse, but | didn't say bring to mind? Whar does

Cafchmg ‘{’mn anything or do anything. The thing with kids is, if they this mean? Has anything

U +F mm_ want to grab for the gold ring, you have to let them do it, changed?
' ap / and not say anything. If they fall off, they fall off, but it's

l}\A‘\' NALAS 40 bad ifyou say anything othem, bLLa‘u
When the ride was over she got off her horse a <0\ O
ief +h(m ?D came over to me. "You ride once, too, this time \ \O“QLY
a.r on{ PD nt "No, I'll just watch ya. | think I'll just watch,"” I said. h\\d
rla(h for | gave her some more of her dough. "Here. Get some (4

dftﬂm§ go more tickets."
dOQSn i-md She took the dough off me. "I'm not mad at you
ur “K( H any more," she said.
“I' know. Hurry up-- the thing's gonna start again."”
Then all of a sudden she gave me akiss. Then she
held her hand out, and said, "It's raining. It's starting to

rain." -~
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attention to Then what she did-- it damn near killed me-- she
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"Okay. Hurry up, though, now. You're gonna miss (_é
60' afterwards?” she asked me.

behind the red reached in my coat pocket and tock out my
hunting hat. - (¢ : .
"Don't you want it?" | said. g - 6 u%
"You can wear it a while." O O
\(g your ride. You won't r anything."
& ég (— ept hanging around, thou
\‘\ "Did you mean it what you said? You really aren't
going away anywhere? Are you really going home
"Yeah," | said. | meant it, too. | wasn't lying to her.| Why does Holden finally
| really didgo ards. "Hurry up, now," | samt. decide to go home?
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She ran and bought her ticket and got back on the
goddam carrousel just in time. Then she wal
way around it till she got her own horse back. Then she
“Boton it. She waved to me and | waved back.
W Boy, it began to rain like a bastard. In buckets, | L
Pl;,V? What has swear to God. All the parents and mothers and everybod b
anged? P went over and stood under the roof of the carrousel, so
Wt’ they wouldn't get soaked to the skin or anything, but | 0}\ ) )(0
&(\ stuck around on the bench for quite a while. | got pretty| Q \&
S\Q soaking wet, especially my neck and my pants. My huntihg \\& Q'Q \’(¢
\_QOS\ hat really gave me quite a lot of protection, in a way, buf | QB(Q\('
got soaked anyway. | didn't care, though. | felt so da

. X\\ \ happy all of a sudden, the way old Phoebe kept going \(\
\(\ .;(\)I& around and around. | was damn near bawling, | felt so ){\\"“l \\Y\
N

Q a damn happy, if you want to know the truth. | don't know \X&}
‘) SL“S why. It was just that she looked so damn nice, the way she QQ & G‘é

kept going around and around, in her blue coat and all.

God, I wish you could've been there. \ 5‘0— “-SJ
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